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This page contains the elements of a standard ceremony along with suggestions for options you might wish to employ.  Use this as a template - your ceremony should reflect you and be personalized to your taste.

When you have made your choices and any changes, additions or deletions to the ceremony, please email it to us for our final preparation:  info@thewhiterose.com
Ceremony
Marriage Ceremony of ___________________
On this____ day of__________200__

Minister: Who gives this woman to this man? 
_______: I do.

Minister: The purpose of this gathering is to acknowledge and to celebrate the love and joy of yourselves.

______&______ this is a very special occasion, and we want to begin it in a special way, with a moment of prayer.

Please close your eyes and turn within. And now, call forth the Divine presence within you, knowing that when you do this, God’s blessings are being poured out upon you both. Through the presence and power and the activity of God within you, we now see you blessed with an abundance of all good. We see your minds illumined by divine wisdom, your hearts quickened by divine love, and your bodies purified by the Holy Spirit. This do we affirm in the name and through the power of the living presence of God within each of you. Amen. 

A choice made with the power of heaven to uphold it cannot be undone. Your way has been decided. And now, as you stand before each other, here in this holy place, the love of Christ lights your face, as you think of all of the loveliness you will experience together. Think of how beautiful you look to each other now and how happy you will be together, after such a long and lonely journey you undertook apart. Now God goes with you wherever you go.

Candle Lighting:

The candles before us symbolize the joining of ________&________’s past and of the new family they will form here today. It should also serve as a reminder to them of their faith in God who enriches their life together in every way. ________&_________ I ask that each of you light one of the candles and together you light the center candle. In your marriage, if you will bring these lights, these symbols of yourselves, closer and closer to each other, they will become one great torch of light, a radiant symbol of love, joy, peace, and harmony for all who meet you and know you. As you extinguish the two separate lights you will now be forever united in God’s love.

The Christ in you is very still. He looks on what he loves, and knows it as Himself. And thus does He rejoice at what he sees, because he knows that it is one with Him and with His Father. ________&_________, you are now taking the step through the celebration of marriage, to join in this sacred adventure of life. You are adding to your life not only the affection and the response that your heart desires, but a deep trust as well. This is the implied trust of love. You are finding in each other that which compliments your life. You are agreeing to be a light and strength to each other. In fact, you are entering upon an act of pure faith in which you give of yourselves without reservation.

A Reading may be done here if you wish.

As you have approached this occasion of celebration in your lives, we know you have given considerable thought to what marriage really means. It is a spiritual union: it is the uniting of two souls. The light that joins you shines throughout the universe, and because it joins you together, so it makes you one with your Creator. And in Him is all creation joined.

We understand _______&________ , that you see marriage as a partnership of singular mind moving in one direction of hope, desire and aspiration. The goal for your marriage can be anything you choose. Because there is within each of you a creative power that will help you accomplish any goal you set your mind on. So whatever it is you determine to accomplish together, know that God is with you and your success is assured. 


Love would set a feast before you, on a table covered with a spotless cloth, set in a quiet garden where no sound but singing and a softly joyous whispering is ever heard. This is a feast that honors your holy relationship, and at which everyone is welcomed as an honored guest. And in a holy instant grace is said by everyone together, as they join in gentleness before the table of communion. And Christ will join you there as long ago He promised and promises still. For in your new relationship, is Christ made welcome. And where Christ is made welcome, there He shall be.

Father we gratefully acknowledge your blessing upon this marriage. And we give thanks that your spirit is with these two beloved friends this day, and also in all their days to come as your abundant life of love, wisdom, joy, fulfillment and peace are bestowed upon them. This do we claim in the name and through the power of the living Christ within each of them. Amen.


Vows:

Please face each other and as you take each others hands. 

__________&__________ please repeat after me:

(Please select one below)
1. I_______________, take thee _______________ , to be my wife/husband. To have and to hold, in sickness and in health, for richer or for poorer, and I promise my love to you forevermore. (I do)

2. _______________, do you take ______________ to be your wife /husband? (I do) Do you promise to love, honor, cherish and protect her/him, forsaking all others and holding only unto her/him forevermore. (I do)

3. _______________, do you take this woman/man to be your wedded wife/husband, to live together in marriage? (I do) Will you love her/him, comfort her/ him, and honor her/ him, in sickness and in health, in sorrow and in joy forevermore? (I will)

4. Do you ______, knowing this man’s/woman’s love for you and returning it, realizing her/his strengths and learning from them, recognizing his/her weaknesses and helping her/him to overcome them, take ________, to be your lawfully wedded wife/husband?

5. I ___________ affirm to you ____________ that I do love you. It is my sincere desire to support you and empower you. I seek not to change you. Nor am I seeking to fill a void in myself. I want to share with you my hopes and fears, my successes and failures. I will support you in your difficulties and rejoice in your successes. I will seek always to see the Divine in you. I will be honored to share my life with you.
Minister: _______ do you take _______ to be your wife/husband, to love, to inspire and to be a true wife/husband? (I do) 

Optional fun addition:

__________&__________ will you always hold hands and sneak kisses and give hugs for no reason? WE WILL
Will you always laugh together, cry together, and be there for each other?
WE WILL
Will you always be silly and never stop talking or sharing or understanding each other? WE WILL
Will you keep wishing on stars, and whispering secrets and dreaming up wild adventures? WE WILL
Will you always love each other the way you do today for always?
WE WILL

May we have the rings please?

These rings are a symbol of the unbroken circle of love. Love freely given has no beginning and no end, no giver and no receiver for each is the giver and each is the receiver. May these rings remind you always of the vows you have taken.

Bride/Groom (Select one below):

1. With this ring I thee wed in the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

2. With this ring I take you _____________ to be my husband/wife for as long as we both shall live.

3. With this ring I thee wed, and with it I bestow upon thee all the treasures of my spirit, my heart, my mind and my hands.

Minister: May the Lord bless you and keep you. May the Lord make his face shine upon you, and be gracious unto you. May the Lord lift up his countenance unto you, and give you peace.

I now pronounce you Husband and Wife. You may kiss your bride.

Ladies and Gentlemen, it is my privilege to present to you 
Mr. & Mrs. _______________ 
 
 

Suggested Readings
Paul’s letter to the Corinthians: #1

“Love is patient, Love is kind, it does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. It is not rude, it is not self seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. Love does not demand its own way. Love is not irritable or touchy. Love does not hold grudges and will hardly notice when others do it wrong.

Love is never glad about injustice, but rejoices whenever truth wins out. If you love someone, you will be loyal to them no matter what the costs. You will always believe in them, always expect the best in them, and will always stand your ground in defending them.”

Paul’s letter to the Corinthians: #2

“Though I speak with the tongues of men and angels - but do not have love, I am only sounding brass or tinkling cymbals. Though I have the gift of prophecy and understanding all mysteries and all knowledge, 
and though I have all faith so that I could remove mountains – but do not have love, I am nothing. 
Though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and though I give my body to be burned but do not have love, it profits me nothing. 
Love endures and is kind. Love is not envious or jealous. Love wants not itself, is not puffed up, does not behave itself unseemly, seeks not its own, it is not easily provoked, and thinks no evil. Love does not rejoice in unrighteousness – but in the truth.
Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, and endures all things. Love never fails. Where there are prophecies, they shall fail, 
where there be tongues, they shall cease, where there be knowledge, it shall vanish away. 

For we know in part and we prophesy in part, but when that which is perfect is come, that which is part shall be done away with.
When I was a child I used to talk as a child, think as a child, reason as a child. When I became an adult, I put aside childish things. At present we see indistinctly – as in a mirror – but then we shall see face to face. At present I know partially, then I shall know fully, as I am fully known. So faith, hope, love remain – these three – but the greatest of these is love.”

Poems by Kahlil Gibran:

Poem #1

“Love has no other desire but to fulfill itself.
To wake at dawn with a winged heart and
Give thanks to another day of loving.
To rest at the noon hour and meditate love’s ecstasy;
To return home eventide with gratitude, and then sleep with a prayer
For the beloved in your heart and a song of praise upon your lips.”

Poem #2

“You were born to be together, and together you shall be forevermore.
You shall be together when the wings of death scatter your days.
Ay, you shall be together even in your silent memory. 
But let there be spaces in your togetherness,
And let the winds of the heaven dance between you.
Love one another, but make not a bondage of love.
Let it rather be a moving sea between the shores of your souls.
Fill each other’s cup, but drink now from one cup.
Give one another of your bread, but eat not of the same loaf.
Sing and dance together and be joyous, but let each of you be alone,
even as the strings of a lute are alone, though they quiver with
the same music.
Give your hearts, but not into each other’s keeping,
For only the hand of life can contain your hearts.
And stand together, yet not too near together, for the pillars of the temple
stand apart, and the oak tree and the cypress grow not in shadow.”




Medieval Chinese poem:

You and I
Have so much love,
That it burns like a fire,
In which we bake a lump of clay
Molded into a figure of you
And a figure of me.
Then we take both of them,
And break them into pieces,
And mix the pieces with water,
And mold again a figure of you 
And a figure of me.
I am in your clay.
You are in my clay.
In life we share a single quilt,
Sewn together with love.



Apache Blessing:

Now you will feel no rain, 
for each of you will be the shelter for each other.
Now you will feel no cold, 
for each of you will be the warmth for the other.
Now you are two persons, but there is only one life before.
Go now to your dwelling 
to enter into the days of your life together.
And may your days be good and long upon the earth.
 

Upon completion of this form,
please email to info@thewhiterose.com
